Developing Healthcare Professionals’ Understanding of the Assessment and Teaching of Reflective Writing

Project leads: Teresa McConlogue and Sally Mitchell

Abstract
Reflective practice (Schön 1987) is widely used in the healthcare professions to facilitate the development of clinical skills. Reflection is typically done through writing tasks which direct students to reflect on and analyse critical incidents. Through identifying their strengths and learning needs, students may be better able to plan their professional development. However, in order to guide students’ reflection, assessors’ need to explore their understanding of reflective writing and develop guidelines and activities to clearly communicate this understanding to students.
This project aims to create a multi-disciplinary group, of 3 or 4 assessors from each of the 6 CETL disciplines in order to: 

· Stimulate reflection through seminars with acknowledged experts in the field of reflective writing and collect and analyse assessors’ written reflections on these seminars.
· Research assessors’ understanding of marking reflective writing, through a number of  interviews and think-aloud protocols (Prior, 2004; Giltrow & Valiquette 1992). 

· Share assessment practices, criteria and guidance for assessors.

· Facilitate the production (with the aid of the CETL learning technologists) of on line self-study guidelines/activities to develop students’ reflective writing skills.

References
Giltrow, J. and Valiquette, M. (1992) Genres and Knowledge: Students Writing in the Disciplines. In Freedman, A. and Medway, P. (Eds.)  Learning and Teaching Genre. Portsmouth: Heinemann. pp 47-62.

Prior, P, (2004) Tracing Process: How texts come into being. In Bazerman, C. and Prior, P. (eds) What writing does and how it does it. Mahwah, New Jersey: Lawrence Erlbaum

Schön, D. (1987) Educating the Reflective Practitioner. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.

