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Abstract
This project will develop and evaluate training for final year health professions students on issues around gaining informed consent to healthcare from patients/clients with communication disabilities.   

Government policies advocate involvement of patients/clients in decision making, but this presents particular challenges when individuals have communication disabilities.  These individuals, estimated at 1-2% of the population, are often excluded from full involvement in decisions about their own healthcare.  Communication difficulties may affect understanding, spoken and written language,  speaking, writing, and social and cognitive aspects of communication.   

Health professionals thus need to adapt the way they present information and the way they facilitate individuals to express consent decisions.

Training will promote interprofessional collaboration and will cover the ethico-legal context, attitudes to communication disability and autonomy, assessment of communication including comprehension, and skills and materials to facilitate communication.  Service-users will be involved in delivering training to create opportunities for students to develop understanding of patient/client experiences around healthcare decision making, and to practice more advanced communication skills first-hand.  Evaluation will use mixed qualitative methods to explore changes in students’ knowledge and confidence, their experiences of involvement and perceptions of value of the training.  Interviews with service-user trainers will also explore their experiences and perceptions.

