Development and evaluation of a multimedia package for postgraduate inter-professional teaching of musculoskeletal examination skills

Project leads: Dr Dylan Morrissey, Professor Olwyn Westwood.

Abstract
Physical activity for all has been actively promoted as a government strategy since 2005, 1 the prevalence of sports injuries is increasing and in addition, a significant concern for health provision of the increasingly ageing population in the UK is the high prevalence of musculoskeletal disorders.  Accordingly, enhancement of education, training and skills in musculoskeletal medicine is essential to ensure that multi-professional clinicians are confident in their examination skills in order to meet both current and future demands.


2 3 ADDIN EN.CITE    

Inter-professional education (IPE) offers a possible approach  for improving  collaboration and patient care and is seen as a key element of the NHS modernisation agenda.4
Virtual learning tools have been shown to have a  positive impact on  examination skills in medical students and complement other teaching methods.5  We will develop and evaluate a package of inter-disciplinary multi-media resources detailing clinical skills examination of the musculoskeletal system. The primary resource will be podcasts of annotated videos available on Web CT, demonstrating musculoskeletal examinations that will feature a symptomatic patient being assessed and examined by consultant level clinical academics in: (i) sports / orthopaedic surgery, (ii) sports physiotherapy and (iii) sports medicine.  Each of the annotated videos will be reviewed by a panel of experts to obtain additional commentary with the emphasis on linking clinical assessment, evidence and current practice.  

The videos will be primarily aimed at health professional programmes, and their usefulness as a multi-media learning resource will be qualitative and quantitatively evaluated with respect to students’ perceptions of their utility in: (i) multi- and inter-professional learning, and (ii) enhancing clinical assessment skills acquisition. The evaluation will therefore inform future teaching and learning.

The materials will be available on the CETL website.
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